Amazing Thailand Raceday, Punchestown
On Sunday 1st February 2009 an important Grade 2 listed Race took place at Punchestown Racecourse, Kildare. (The home of Irish National Hunt Racing)

The feature race on the card ‘The Amazing Thailand Steeplechase@ carried a prize fund of more than €44,000, and after a great battle with the favourite Big Zeb, the French horse Mansony , trained by Arthur Moore, proved a popular winner.

The winner was presented with a trophy by Mrs Wan Smullen on behalf of sponsor Mr George Smullen, consisting of 2 blown glass Thai elephants mounted on an ornate pedestal, reputed to depict  ancient conflict between Thailand and Mayamar.
Present on the day were members of the Thai community in Ireland who were joined by members of the Thai Ireland Association.
On arrival, racing patrons were greeted by members of the Thai Ireland Student group dressed  in traditional costume who were sampling Thai Beer (Singha), prawn crackers and Thai pea nuts, which all went down very well indeed with those in attendance.  In the Tote Hall, Thai music was played and a stand promoting ‘Amazing Thailand’ as a holiday destination captured a lot of attention. It was perhaps a little surprising to discover how many patrons had already visited Thailand and indeed how many were planning a visit in the near future –  www.tourismthailand.org
Punchestown has strong links with Thailand having supported the Tsunami Charity “Ireland for Khao Lak Direct”. A collection among patrons at a race meeting in February 2005 raised much needed funds and the racecourse Management very kindly contributed a substantial amount to add to the sum donated by Patrons.  A fishing boat in Bann Nam Khem in Phang-Nga province has been named “Punchestown” in recognition of the money collected and donated.
“The race proved very successful and added great colour, glamour and interest to the card” quoted Punchestown General Manager, Mr Dick O’Sullivan, 

“ A new but very welcome addition to racing at Punchestown and something on which we very much hope we can build in the future “ quoted Mr Richie Galway, Racing Manager at Punchestown - www.punchestown.com
